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our voice in the lesbian community 


Editorial 
Member of the Tribe 


by Lindy Pratch 

A lot of women use the word 
‘community’ as-a shortened code for 
‘tthe lesbian community’ and it also can 
be short for ‘tthe say and lesbian 
community’. Although the meaning is 
generally understood, the concept is a 


vague one. This issue of Wormonspace 


News looks at different aspects of 
community. 

Humans are social beings. We have 
always relied on each other for 
survival. In our modern world of 
bewildering change and technology, 
contact with other people gives our 
lives meaning. We naturally tend to 
form groups based on common 
similarities, and these networks are 
often considered to be communities. 

A traditional community, however, 
is a Zeographical one; the people who 


live tosether in one place. The members 


recognize their interdependence. If the 
cooperation isn’t there, it isn’t a true 
community. 

Lesbians are an oppressed minority, 


and so we band together and give each 
other support. This is what makes us a 
community. Unlike ethnic groups, 
however, or groups based on shared 
interests, lesbians are very civerse. It 
isn’t always easy to get along with 
women who are very different from 
ourselves. 

That’s another thing about a true 
community though; we don’t cheose it. 
We choose a circle of friends, and we 
can even have a chosen family, but 
community is what we’re stuck with. In 
order to get alons with women we 
would not necessarily choose to 
associate with, we need to have 
tolerance and mutual respect. This is an 
important aspect of being a member of 
a community. 

We are all in this tribe together. Let’s 
learn from each other and support each 
other. The connection we have with 
each other is precious. 
Contributors this issue: 

Lindy Pratch, Laurie, Charity Laboucan, 
Alison, Jacqueline Dumas, Kristy, L.J.P., 
L.J.D., Reni Potrebenko & Lezlie McCall 
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Communityspeak... 
by Lauric 

Pm breaking in a new roommate-—- 
someone who recently moved inte the 
space left vacant when my girlfriend’s 
career took her to a job on the other 
side of the planet. So the other day, a 
friend asked where I “found” the latest 
addition to Laurie’s Horre For Wayward 
lesbians—as the various orphaned 
women who've hung their hats 
(platonically, of course) in my home 
over the years refer to it. “And don’t 
say, ‘In the Communt-y’.” she 
cautioned, 

| chuckled at the time, thinking she 
probably meant the community of 
faceless dykes with shor‘ hair and 
comfortable shoes that parades 
regularly through her place of business. 
I later found myself wordering what 
she really intended by the phrase “in 
the community.” The women’s 
community? The lesbian community? 
The left-leaning. eco-friendly, granola - 
munching, earth-goddess, be-kind-to- 
animals, no-nukes community? 
Whaaaat? 

Community generally refers toa 
particular social or ethnic group with 
whom you share a sense of kinship or 
family; it can be a neighbourhood, 
tribe, or co-operative: a tightly knit 
arcup of pals, or a global network, 
united by common gcals, dreams, 
visions and values. And the reality is 
that as lesbians, we incorporate parts of 
many diverse communities. In fact, the 


only thing we all truly have in 
common is that we’re all women. 
Things like race, colour, ethnic and 
social background, educational 
privilege and income (sad, but true) all 
impact on who we are as individuals 
and, consequently, determine what we 
think of as our personal “community.” 
Unfortunately, we too often Jet these 
factors be divisive instead of unifying. 
Which is why, in spite of all the 
inroads gays and lesbians have made 
in the past couple of decades, our 
“community” sometimes seems more 
fractured than ever. 

On the local level, for example, 
when was the last time you heard 
somebody stand up and boast about 
Edmonton’s vibrant lesbian 
community? (I don’t think P've ever 
heard that said about our fair city, at 
least not in this lifetime.) Fact is, we 
tend (in true Canadian fashion) to run 
ourselves——and our community— 
down. We focus on all the things we 
don’t have, instead of celebrating the 
good things our diverse community 
does provide. And while we may not be 
in the same league as gay meccas like 
Vancouver or San Francisco, we do 
have a variety of gay (or gav-positive) 
clubs, cafes and bookstores ... not to 
mention several groups and organized 
social events that cater to different 
persuasions, whether you're into touch 
football, line dancing, tofu or leather. 
Even bowling! 

I guess there will always be among 
us the politically correct vegetarian 
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dyke who’s embarrassed by the burger- 
eating, cycle-riding butch, and the 
preppie, middle-class, financially- 
privileged faggot who wishes the 
leather cowboys and drag queens 
would disappear—and take their Pride 
parades with them. The bears find the 
disco types too swishy and the femmes 
find the sports dykes too sweaty ... Well 
kids, just as beauty is in the eve of the 
beholder, and vulgar is as vulgar does 
... one dyke’s turn-on is another dyke’s 
cure for insomnia. Where am I going 
with this? ’'m not really sure-—except 
that we are all in this together. We are 
a community. Let’s support each other. 


On a global level, |am kind of 
excited about the opportunity to sample 
a taste of the “international 
community,” The Girlfriend having 
just moved to Australia. She finds 
herself plunked down in the middle of 
a whole new community of gay friends. 

Fortunately she’d already made the 
acquaintance of several dykes from 
Down Under before she arrived, thanks 
to the wonders of e-mail. (DykeNet is a 
wonderful thing!) She and a couple of 
her new Aussie mates spent a recent 
Saturday standing in line in a mall for 
three hours to get kd lang’s autograph. 
There was even a gift table set up, on 
which these pathetic, adoring fans 
were able to present their humble 
offerings. 

Dyke idol worship clearly knows no 
boundaries-—another testament to our 
sense of community. Evidently the 


Brisbane community is alive and 
well-—and crazy about “our” Kathy 
Dawn from Consort. 

We’re everywhere! 


One last (rude) thought: A couple 
of guys at work were joking about 
how often police officers can by found 
hanging around donut shops. That got 
me wondering: Do lesbian cops eat 
the donut holes? 


Two Spirited 


Community 
by Charity Laboucan 

Community is defined in the Gage 
Canadian Dictionary as a group of 
people having common ties or 
interests and living in the same 
locality or district and subject to the 
same laws. It also defines community 
as a likeness and similarity of identity. 
I have been taught by my people that 
community is the world of living 
things around us. he trees are my 
community, the grass, the sky, the 
rocks, and everything around me that 
carries the spirit of life. And my 
people are my community too. 

I live away from my people. On the 
days I feel alone, | reach out to them 
living, so far from me. I remember the 
roads, the sky, and how the sun would 
be setting tonight through the naked 
tree branches. | remember the love the 
community has for the children. How 
they run and laugh with their wide 
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brown eyes. And sometimes I feel 
barren of a sense of community 
because | have to reach so far to feel 
them. 

Five and a half years ago, I came out. 
| discovered that there were other 
people in this city who also loved their 
own gender. At first | was 
apprehensive about allowing 
people into my circle. We were all 
so different, from different 
backgrounds and holding 
different beliefs. Sometimes I was 
painfully aware of the absence of 
my people in this new circle | 
belonged to. f 

I didn’t know any Native people 
in the gay community. I looked around 
and it seemed that everyone belonged 
to the white majority. Even the woman 
who taught me more about my Native 
spirituality was white on the outside. 
Sometimes I felt | was a traitor because 
my only family was my gay 
community—I felt | was forgetting mv 
people, and my past, and moving far 
away from them. After a few years of 
being out, i looked in the mirror and 
contemplated my shaved head. I wore 
the uniform of the trendy dyke, and yet 
| dreamt about being on the land with 
my people, and running with the wind 
in my long hair. | tried to talk with 
people about my beliefs, but inevitably 
the conversation would turn to politics 
and the violent history between Natives 
and white people. 

A few years ago, a group of gay 
Native people formed a circle. We met 


once a week to talk and be together. It 
was then that I first learned about the 
history and identity of Two Spirited 
people. In various Native languages 
there is a word for their gay people. It 
translates roughly as Two Spirited. For 
the first time, | had something to call 
myself to celebrate my two 
identities. For the first time, I felt 
whole and proud. We didn’t stay 
together leng, but I still carry my 
sense of pride. 

My hair is growing now. I run 
my hands through my hair, and 
ancient memories flow through 
me. Hair is sacred to my people. 
That’s why we mourned when our 

people were forced to cut off their hair 
at the residential schools. 

I don’t have close Two Spirited 
friends. I don’t see my people very 
often. But I have found some peace, and 
I have created my own inner 
community. | choose to show my pride 
by writing, and being visible. | have 
been involved with various events and 
projects in the gay community—being 
interviewed for the Pride Program, (a 
new gay television show), and being on 
a panel for sexual diversity. Recently | 
have been asked to talk to a class of 
Native students. I well be proud to 
stand and tell them my story about this 
long journey to discover pride. I well be 
proud to tell them about the place I’ve 
found in the gay community. And I will 
be proud to share with them my small 
Two Spirited community that consists 
of only me right now. 
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Fourteen Voices 
by Alison 

Recently I was at a house warming, 
party where I did not know the hostess 
very well. It was obvious that she was 
happy to be entertaining friends in her 
new home. She mingled about her 
guests, and her conversation was 
animated. As she spoke | realized I was 
hearing the full range of her voice for 
the first time. It is soft and cracks. 
When she gets excited her voice rises, 
and sometimes an endearing little 
squeak will verbally underline the 
statement she is making. The 
happiness of her party seemed 
reflected in the sound of her 
conversation. That night I was exposed 
to the richness of her voice, and it 
introduced me a little more to this 
woman. 

A voice contributes to our 
perception of each person, and 
flavours the content of their speech. 
When Sharon Carstairs, leader of the 
Manitoba Liberal party, makes her 
strong political statements, her high 
pitched voice uniquely personalizes 
the sound of her commitment. The 
rolling matter-of-fact delivery of 
Gloria Steinem brings a common sense 
accessibility to her feminist discourse. 
The nasal stuttering of Barbara Frum 
seemed inseparable from her dogged 
and intelligent questioning style. Each 
of our voices speak a unique sound, 
and they are as rich in variety as we 
are. 
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On December 6, 1989, it was a 
horrifying loss of life when fourteen 
women engineering students were 
killed at the Ecole Polytechnique in 
Montreal. It was also a silencing of 
their fourteen individual voices. Their 
lives were extinguished, and the 
wealth of their voices was also lost. 

1 wonder that these women sounded 
like. In my engineering classes, and 
later on the work site or around the 
meeting table, my own dulcet tones 
sounded very singular. Among the 
deeper baritones of my coworkers, my 
voice spoke a noise that seemed out of 
place. I longed for more voices that 
could contribute to a larger variety. of 
sounds in my workplace. It was, ine 
fact, difficult to imagine the sound of 
that variety. 

| think about the variety of sound 
that comes from fourteen different 
voices. What did their voices sound 
like? Were they deep or high, quick or 
halting, smooth or gravelly? I think 
how each voice was unique and 
helped to make up the individuality of 
the women. | wonder what they were 
like. 

The NFB film After the Montreal 
Massacre includes discussion by Sylvie 
Gagnon, a student at Ecole 
Polytechnique, who was present for, 
but survived the December 6 shooting. 
Under the translator’s voice, the 
viewer can hear Sylvie speak. Her 
voice is gentle and rhythmic. Her 
words, of course, are grave, as she 
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speaks of that day and the time since 
then. But her voice also helps us get to 
know her. It is special and unique to 
Sylvie. 

| want to be able to hear the other 
women. | do not want to imagine their 
sound. Like the glimpse we get of Sylvie 
by listening to her voice, I want to also 
hear the others and know the 
individuality and variety they 
contribute. But instead there is and will 
only be silence. 
After the Montreal Massacre is a production of 
the National film Board and the CBC, and ts 
available for lending at the Edmonton Public 
Library. 


Orlando Books 


Reflections after one year in business 
by Jacqueline Dumas 

When the store was new, | thought 
that it was essential to take out a display 
ad in the Yellow Pages. But what 
attention this ad has brought, as far as I 
can tell, are calls from people looking 
for the latest pop psychology book held 
up by Oprah’s afternoon guest 
(tomorrow a new guest, different 
book), and calls from men searching, 
for the first issue of Penthouse (“Well it 
says here in the Yellow Pages that you 
sell lesbian books”). 

When I explained to the Yellow 
Pages representative why I’ve decided 
not to buy a display ad this year, he 
said, “That's really easy to fix. If you 
delete the words ‘gay’ and ‘lesbian’ 


from your ad, you won’t get those 
calls.” And if we delete the words 
themselves from the English 
language, and while we’re at it, other 
words, like ‘poor’ and ‘unemployed’, 
we can pretend that none of these 
people exist. 

The conversation with the Yellow 
Pages man brought to mind the week 
last spring when each morning we 
arrived to see DIKES [sic] GO HOME 
scribbled on the windows. As one 
staff member remarked, “They 
obviously come and do this late at 
night, where do they think everybody 
is if not at home?” One day the 
graffiti read: STARTREK! CHICK 
CAPTAIN MY ASS. which gave pause 
to ponder the future thus considered. 

There are three words on our sign 
above the door which seem to upset 
some people. These words are 
WOMEN, GAY and LESBIAN. There 
are other words on the sign—words 
like HISTORY, FICTION, POETRY, 
POLITICS, SCIENCE, REFERENCE, 
LANGUAGES, MYSTERY, COOKING, 
but the words which incur insults or 
laughter are WOMEN, GAY and 
LESBIAN. More than one person has 
walked through the store, uttered not 
a hello to any of us, then on his way 
out, just before the door closes shut, 
has turned his head and called out 
over his shoulder something abut 
queers or perverts. Why aren’t these 
people open to a response? It’s like 
the graffiti on the windows. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
of Edmonton) is located in the basement below 
Boystown Cafe, 10112-124 Street. It is open 
Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm and Mondays 
and Wednesday from 1-4 pm. leer support 
counselling, lesbian coming out group, drop-in, 
and library. 488-3234. 


OUTreach social & political student group at 
the University of Alberta campus: 988-4166. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University of 
Alberta. Thursdays from 5 -30- 6 pm. 

Gaywire A lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 
Queene current affairs show on CJSR, FM 
83.5, Fridays from 5:30-6 pm. 


L’Amazon Recreation Night Wednesdays, 
7-9 pm at McCauley Community League, 96 st 

-108 Ave. Drop in basketball, volleyball, soccer, 
dancing. All welcome: $2. Roz, 468-2579. 


Lambda Christian Community 
Welcomes members of the lesbigay community; 
worship 7 pm Sundays, 10876-97 Street. 
Phone 988-3918. 


Metropolitan Community Church 
Weekly worship, 10086 MacDonald Drive, 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. 


SOLO Social club for lesbians and bisexual 
women (over 18) gets together every week for a 
wide varicty of public events and social 
functions. Join the fun! Linda at 447-4776. 


December Events: 


Saturday, December 2 


A Dance for Ladies Only 
Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room, 2nd 
Hoor- 10306 112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


Sunday, December 3 


Womonspace News Meeting 
Boystown, 10116-124 Street, at noon. 
Submissions deadline for January tissue on the 
topic “Lesbians in Film” New voluntecrs are 
always welcome. 


Monday, December 4 


Womonspace General Meeting 
7:30 pm at #30, 9930-106 St. If you are 
interested in becoming involved with our 
organization, come on down! 


Sacred Circle Dancing 
Open to all women who want to come dance; 
no experience or expertise required. $4 
admission. 7-9 pm, Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 
Ave. Call Mair, 433-1661 for details. 
Homo for the Holidays 

OUTreach and Queer Academy sponsor a 
Readings fundraiser for the Fag Project. The 
aim 1s to be as joyous as possible; come and be 
entertained! For details, call 9884 166. 


soe itpaet 


Friday, December 8 
Skating at Hawrelak Park 


A liatris Society event open to everyone. Meet 
on the North Island at 7 pm. 

Queer Academy Cabaret 

Cabarct at Boystown Cafe, 1O116-124 Street, 
lo raise funds for the Queer Act Queer 
Conference (on gay & lesbian studics) to be 
hosted in March. 
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Saturday, December 9 


Poinsettias at Muttart 

our the Muttart Conservatory with the 
Liatris Society. All are welcome to 
join us as we forget about winter 
ouldoors and feast our eyes and noses 
with the luxuriant plant life in the pavillions. 
The admission price is $4.25; meet at the 
entrance al 11 am. 

Winter Solstice Dance 

Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 Ave, from 8:30 pm to 
| am. $7 or less (sliding scale). A smoke free 
and alcohol free event for women only. 


¥ 


Friday, December 15 
Skating at Hawrelak Park 


A Liatris Society event open to everyone. Meet 
on the North Island at 7 pm. 


Saturday, December 16 


Womonspace Dance 

Catering by Jazzberrys, low-cost drinks, no cost 
beverages for non-drinkers and designated 
drivers and LOTS OF DANCING! Bonnie Doon 
Hall, 9240-93 St, 8 pm-1 am. Womonspace 
members $4, non-members $8. 

Dance volunteers get reduced price — or free 
admission; if you are interested in helping out, 
call 425-0511. 


Monday, December 18 

Sacred Circle Dancing 

Open to all women who want to come dance; 
no experience or expertise required. $4 
admission. 7-9 pm, Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 
Ave. Call Mair, 433-1661 for details. 


Friday, December 22 


Wayward Daughters 

Interfaith group welcomes women wishing to 
share their spirituality. December's celebration 
is centered on the theme of the crone. Contact 
Karen at 481-2128 for further into. 


December 31 
Womonspace 


New Year’s Eve Dance 

Bring in the New Year surrounded by women! 
The evening will feature live entertainment by 
Roxanne and Van, along with a late supper. 
The festivities start af 8:00 pm at Bonnie Doon 
Hall, 9240-93 Street. Tickets $15; members 
$10. (What a deal!) 


Saturday, January 6 

A Dance for Ladies Only 
Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room, 2nd 
Hoor- 10306 112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


Sunday, January 7 

Womonspace News Meeting 
Boystown, 101 16-124 Street, at noon. 
Submissions deadline for February on the topic 
“Relationships.” New volunteers are always 
welcome. 


Classified Ad: 
Author, workshop leader, 
early fifties, seeks 


friendship with large mature 
woman who is nurturing, 
loving, and into women’s 
Spirituality, dreams, 
divination, 


ritual, ideas, 
sacredudances.. “Lucrative 
partnership possible. Ability 
to chant an asset but not 
essential. Wiccans welcomed. 
Also spiritual women wanted 
to start dream circle at my 
home. Call Diana at 476-0023 
(evenings). 
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The Fag Project 
by Kristy trom Gaywire 

Spencer J. Harrison is currently the 
attist-in-residence at Latitude 53 
Gallery in Edmonton. He is producing 
a body of art dealing with gay bashing, 
and how violence and the fear of 
violence affect gay and lesbian lives in 
Canada. The project originated at 
Trent University in Peterborough 
Ontario. Harrison will be researching 
this project during a series of 
residencies across Canada over the 
next five years. 

Harrison wants to hear the stories of 
people who have been gay bashed, or 
who have felt fear of violence in 
relation to their identities as gay, 
lesbian, bisexual or transgendered 
people. He has also had straight people 
come forward who have been bashed 
after having been perceived as gay. 

He interviews people who are 
willing to share their stories. At the 
end of the interviews, they are asked 
whether they are willing to leave their 
names, and whether they would be 
willing to have images arising out of 
their interviews used in the production 
of the art. He respects his subjects’ 
need for confidentiality and stresses 
that having people withhold their 
names says as much about the nature 
of this climate of violence as leaving 
their names does. 

When he and I spoke about the 
project recently, he told me that he 
chose Edmonton partly because he 


wondered about the prevalence of gay 
bashing here, given the city’s 
conservative reputation in other parts 
of the country. When Harrison arrived 
in Edmonton, he was told by a member 
of the Police Liaison Committee that 
there has never been a gay bashing 
officially reported to the Edmonton 
Police Service. This creates a huge 
obstacle for the members of the 
committee-—it’s hard to prove that a 
certain type of violence is a problem if 
no one Is willing to report it. 

This is not to say that the police are 
ignoring the problem; there is an 
awareness that connections need to be 
made between the police and our ; 
community. The fact that the EPS are 
one of the major sponsors of this 
project shows their commitment to 
building bridges with Edmonton’s 
lesbian and gay communities. 

I have been aware of the threat of 
bashing for as long as | have known 
lesbians and gay men. It is a 
determining factor in my decisions 
about my visibility in relation to the 
radio show and my other involvements. 
During last year’s Pride Day parade, | 
was doing spot interviews with a 
microphone, and I remember thinking 
about what would happen if the TV 
cameras filmed me, and who might see 
me on the news. And my fear wasn’t 
about outing ... everyone who matters 
knows. I was worried about the people 
who don’t know me and who might see 
me as threatening because Pma 
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lesbian. Over the past few years, several 
of my close friends have been harassed, 
chased and assaulted by such people. 

I have been trying to give as much 
support as I can to this project, because 
I’m tired of fearing for the safety of 
people I love. And I believe that we need 
to be more vocal about the problems 
facing members of our community. We 
need to talk about the impact violence 
has on us, to share our stories, and to 
work and educate towards change. 

Spencer J. Harrison can be reached 
at Latitude 53 Gallery, 10137-104 
Street, Edmonton, 423-5353, or by 
email at spencerj@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca. 

He is interested in doing as many 
interviews as possible until January. The 
project will be displayed at Latitude 53 
from January 11 to February 24. 


A Child’s Gift 
by LLP. 


A Christmas gift before me 
My eyes opened wide 
SNAKES 

Who'd of thunk it 

My sister and | rolled the dice 
Up the ladder 

Down the snake 

One more roll 

Oh no, another snake 
Down | went 

Who'd of thunk it. 


Twas the Night Before... 
by LJ.D. 

Ah Christmas! I can 
hardly wait. Everyone in 
the community will be 
gathering at each other’s 
homes. Even the worst 
cooks among us will be 
cooking our specialty. 
There will be beautifully 
decorated trees and 
beautifully wrapped 
presents for lovers, 
partners, and friends. Pot luck or full 
homemade suppers will be prepared by 
this wonderful warm community of 
womyn. 

“Twas the night before Christmas” 
starts in my head. The few womyn who 
made the “mistake” of getting married 
and having children must know the 
following lines from childhood as they 
see the excitement on their children’s 
faces. The few womyn of our 
community who have children will tuck 
them in their beds on Christmas Eve. 

This community of womyn we have 
is the very best. Straight people envy me 
this community. The very womyn who 
could bring forth a new generation of 
solid people will choose not to do so. 

I think the next time | hear a turkey 
baster joke, | will comment on the 
severe internalized homophobia which 
it stems from. I will hope that this 
Christmas, others in our community will 
wonder, as | do, where our children are 
tonight... 
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Between the Covers 


At Edmonton Public Library 
by Lindy Pratch 

Mabel Maney is the author of three 
Nancy Clue mysteries. The Case of the 
Good-For-Nothing Girlfricnd (1994) 
is the second. It’s a wacky spoof of the 
Nancy Drew stories written in the 
fifties. Read it and laugh. 


Give my Secrets Back (1995) is a 
modern, realistic lesbian mystery. 
Steamy sex scenes are more than 
hinted at in the cover art; lace-clad 
buttocks licked by flame. Author Kate 
Allen is clearly a champion of S/M. 
Colorado lesbian cop Alison Kaine has 
a sexy girlfriend who scoffs at the law. 

The plot is nicely twisted in this 
novel, the second of a series. The dead 
body is that of an author of erotic 
lesbian fiction. Although the police 
rule the death as accidental, Alison un- 
willingly becomes involved in the case 
which is not as simple as it appears. 


In The Girl Who Trod on a Loaf 
(1993), by Kathryn Davis, Frances 
Thorn finds that little is as it appears 
when Danish opera composer Helle 
Ten Brix falls in love with her. Helle is 
much older than Frances when they 
meet. She is writing an opera based on 
a fairytale. Helle’s life story is also like 
a dark fairytale, and Frances never 
knows when to believe her. 

Helle dies before her opera is com- 
plete, but will Frances be able to 
continue the work? 


Past events take us back to Helle’s 
childhood in Denmark, and her devel- 
opment as a composer while disguised 
asa man. The current setting is fhe east 
coast of the USA. 

The prose is wonderfully rich and 
absorbing in this haunting novel of an 
unusual friendship. 


Diane Salvatore’s novel, Love, Zena 
Beth (1992), has brought accusations 
that she simply writes true events and 
calls them fictional. Whether this is 
true or not, Salvatore knows without a 
doubt how to tell a story. 

It’s true that Zena Beth Frazer 
appears to be a thinly-disguised Rita 
Mae Brown, and Zena Beth’s ex-lever, 
Helena Zoé—a world champion skiier, 
is clearly modeled on Martina 
Navratilova. It doesn’t matter. Salvatore 
writes about the meaning of love, and 
that something we all can relate to. 

Not Telling Mother: Storics from a 
Life (1993) is another strong work by 
Salvatore. It is almost like a hybrid 
between short stories and a novel. The 
lives of a group of lesbians are exam- 
ined with warmth and sensitivity. 


Next time you’re at the Edmonton 
Public Library, stop at a Freenet termi- 
nal and check out the lesbian fiction 
bibliography. Go into Community 
Resources, choose Edmonton Public 
Library, then select Booklists, arrow 
down to Fiction, and the last menu will 
give you both lesbian and gay options. 
You can do this from home if you have 
a modem; dial 428-3929. 
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Bruised 


Partner Abuse Update 
by Kent Potrebenko and Lezlic McCall 

Cast members and creators of the play 
Bruised ave still concerned about the 
prevalence of violence in lesbian 
relationships, and the secrecy surrounding 
this subject. Ain’t That Queerl, a collective 
for social change, has been formed, and we 
are hard at work to put the play on the 
road across Canada for June of 1996. 

Briuscd was performed at Catalyst 
theatre on October 4th and 5th, followed 
by participatory panel discussions. Each 
panel consisted of professional 
psychologists as well as women telling 
their own personal stories. Lots of 
literature was available on display tables, 
and about eighty women attended each 
night. 

If vou were there and felt a personal 
impact, we'd love to hear about it. We are 
looking for feedback to include in our 
promo package. Also, consider if you 
would like to make an appearance ina 
promotional video for Bruised. 

Linda Craig of Calgary’s Decent 
Exposure Video Co. put together interviews 
and clips of the play, to air on Gay T.V. in 
Alberta. Her next project will be a 
publicity package for us to send away. 
Alveady we have been invited to Toronto, 
and are expecting dates to be finalized tor 
Calgary, Saskatoon, Winnipeg, and 
Vancouver. 

Those of you who attended Thursday’s 
performance may remember Ann Marie 
Dewhurst from the Edmonton Council 
Against Family Violence (ECAFV). She 
promised to address the issue of lesbian 
violence at the annual ECAFV Conference, 


November 16th in Edmonton, and she did. 
Bruiscd was given display space, our 
literature was very popular, and many 
valuable contacts were made. The 
conference was attended by hundreds of 


‘service providers, and we were warmly 


welcomed by all. Ain’t That Queer! was 
also invited to sit on a steering committee 
of psychologists and other resource 
professionals that will deal specifically 
with the issue of lesbian battering, and 
what can be done to provide more user- 
friendly community services. Much good 
continues to come of the project. 

Other hopeful developments are: the 
YWCA is sponsoring a support group tor 
lesbians in abusive relationships to begin 
in March of 96; MCC is planning a 
program to do with spiritual abuse in our 
community; and the GLCCE office, where 
our play’s two writers were assigned to 
work during their recent stay in 
Edmonton, is still fielding phone calls on 
the topic of lesbian partner abuse. 

The two women who did all of the 
original research and writing tor our play 
are Lisa Allen-Agostini of Trinidad and 


Jhesekah Wood of Winnipeg. Canada 


World Youth brought them to our city for 
an International Women’s Exchange. 
These talented women acted in the show 
here, along with four local women. 

Womonspace made a much 
appreciated financial donation that kept 
the project afloat as it approached 
showtime. 

Now, as we seek funding for the 
Bruised voad trip and develop workshops, 
your input and recommendations are 
much appreciated. Please write to: Ain’t 
That Queer! Box 60453, U of A PO, 
Edmonton AB T5G 2F7, or call Lezlie at 
424-2024. 
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Splinters 


from the Womonspace Board 

New Year’s Eve tickets are available 
at the monthly dances. Women may 
also make arrangements to pay for and 
pick up advance tickets by calling the 
Lesbian Life Line: 425-0511. No 
reserved tickets will be held at the door; 
avoid disappointment by buying early! 

$100 was donated to the Loud ’N 
Queer Festival, (held in November) as a 
sponsorship of lesbian artists. 

$100 was also donated to breast 
cancer research; Heather participated 
in the fundraising run held in October. 

Any group wishing a table at the 
monthly dances should make the 
request through the dance coordinator 
in order to facilitate the set up. 

The Volunteer Social held at 
Shakespear’s was a huge success! About 
50 volunteers were there, along with 
their guests. The meal was excellent, as 
was the entertainment by Yvette. Each 
volunteer got to chcose between two 
Womonspace T-shirt designs. Thank 
you to Leslie for creating the “Lesbians 
I have known” design. A very big thank 
you also goes to Tina for organizing 
this event. 


Classified Ad: 

Main floor of house in Sherwood 
Park, avallable Dec. 15. Three 
bed-ooms, 5 appliances, cakle & 
White LeSs mG ucdscd.) Pow 20/ mel (Ne 
pets, non-smoking. ) 
Georgie: 464-4821. 
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Submissions Welcome 

We are always seeking submissions 
of interest to local lesbians. Letters to 
the editor, book, concert and movie 
reviews, articles about lesbian-run 
businesses in Edmonton, political and 
social] commentary, short fiction, 
poetry and artwork are among the 
items we look for. 

If you are interested in 
contributing, you may either write to 
Womonspace News (#30-9930-106 
St. Edmonton AB T5kK 1C7), or attend 
our next newsletter meeting (see the 
calendar of events for locations and 
times). 


Note to our Casual Readers: 

A limited number of copies are 
distributed free of charge, with the 
intention of reaching as many new 
lesbians as possible. If you regularly 
pick up a free copy, please show your 
appreciation and support by becoming 
a Womonspace member or else by 
mailing a donation to the society. 
Thank you for your readership. 
Membership entitles you to reduced 
admission rates to Womonspace 
events, one free business card-size ad 
each year in the newsletter, as well as 
unlimited classified advertising (up to 
3 lines per ad). Most importantly, you 
will be entitled to a say in how 
Womonspace operates. Join us! 


Gay & Lesbian Infoline: 988-4018 


Lesbian Life Line: 425-O511 


ia New Year’s Eve Party 


tickets are available now! 
32 Get on down to Jazzberrvs, 9965- 
82 Avenue (433-2039) to pick up 
your tickets anytime before Dec. 31. 
— Tickets will also be available from 
Tina, who will be at Boystown Cafe, 
—10116-124 Street, on Saturday, Dec. 
30, between 2 and 4 pm only. 
Members, bring your 
Womonspace cards in order to get 
_ the $10 rate. Regular price is $15. 
Buy early; don’t be disappointed at 
_ the door! 
_ Roxanne & Van will be performing 
+ at Womonspace’ s most festive event 
~_ of the year. Don’t miss it! 


‘ e 4 8 
Emerging Writers 
What began as a passing thought during a 
~ chat over coffee has become Emerging | 
Writers, a new creative writing course for 
lesbians. 

The course will run for six weeks in 
January and february 1996 at a yet-to-be- 
finalized location. Writing experience is not 
necessary. What is necessary is an interest in 
writing, and a willingness to participate. If you 
want to begin, resume, or continue writing, 

and to share that experience with other lesbian 
women, Emerging Writers is for you. 

‘Emerging Writers wi!l be led by an 
experienced writer (journalism, non-fiction, 
short fiction and poetry) who has been both a 
participant in and a facilitator at several 
_ writing workshops and classes. 

Yor further information call 452-8940. 


Tad Pe, 1406 2 er 


emerging writers 


a creative writing course 
for lesbians 


Jan.10 - Feb.14 
7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
6 Wednesdays 


$60 + G.S.T. 
More info at 452-8940 


Two Womonspace Dances in December: 


ry \n a 
Saturday, December 16 ~ eh 
: ae 


Our lively monthly event! 3 = 
vy Admission $8; $4 for members Te | \ 
Sunday, December 3 1 
New Year’s Eve Party 


A special celebration featuring live entertainment by Roxanne and Van! 
Tickets $15; $10 for members (Call 425-051 1) 


” @ 
Bonnie Doon Hall: 9240-93 Street, 8:00 pm-t am 


D- 
[ WOMONSPACE 1995 MEMBERSHIP FORM ’ 
#30- 9930 106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
[ Contidentiality Assured 
| NAME(S) S| 
f ADDRESS: <2 2 ee CITY > Se 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 


Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) ee 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


New Member QM Renewal 0 1 would like to be a volunteer Yes O No 
Please mail my newsletter to my home O 
; I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events [1 Totalenclosed$ __ 


ee 


